August 23, 2007

To: 
SBS and Arts and Sciences Curriculum Committees

From: 
Herbert Weisberg, Professor and Chair, Department of Political Science

Re: 
Revision of undergraduate major requirements

· Attached is a proposal to revise the undergraduate major in Political Science.  
· This proposal arose out of departmental discussions about prerequisite structure in our International Relations courses in Winter 2005.  At that time, the faculty concluded that decisions about prerequisites should be part of a reconsideration of the major program.  
· Our involvement in the Ohio Board of Regents’ Transfer Assurance Guide syllabus evaluation project also contributed to focusing attention on our major’s structure.  From this involvement, we understood that state law requires us to distinguish between pre-major and major courses, which we had not previously done.  
· Further, our new commitment to Political Theory as a field within Political Science and the consequent growth of course offerings in that field has required us to rethink the relationship of the fields to the major.  We now have three tenure-track faculty teaching Political Theory, where for many years we had only one.  
· Finally, recent surveys of students and new alumni have made us aware of issues of concern to students related to our major program.  The most frequent complaint has been that current requirements do not foster intellectually coherent major programs.   
· With this background, our Undergraduate Studies Committee spent the past year formulating, discussing, and selecting a set of revisions designed to meet these specific needs and in general to make our program more intellectually rigorous and challenging to the higher quality students who now attend Ohio State.
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The Department of Political Science proposes to revise our undergraduate major program, effective for students entering the University in Autumn Quarter 2008.  The changes are as follows:

1. We propose to add a required pre-major course: “Prior to declaring a major in Political Science, a student must complete at least one course from Political Science 100, 101, 145, or 210.”

This addition serves two purposes.  First, it brings us into compliance with the Ohio Board of Regents’ “Transfer Assurance Guide,” which is defined by statute.  Such conformity permits us to assign transfer credit more accurately and appropriately, without disadvantaging current Ohio State students in favor of students transferring here.  See Appendix 5 for details.
Second, this addition allows instructors to expect students in advanced Political Science courses to have at least some foundational knowledge.  We have determined the lack of such knowledge to be a hindrance in some of our courses.  We also believe, however, that complex prerequisite structures harm rather than help by making it unnecessarily difficult for qualified majors and non-majors to enroll in our upper level courses.

2. We propose to increase total credit hours by five, from 45 to 50, or by one course.  The additional course will be an advanced undergraduate course in Political Science.

This change brings our program into line with peer institutions’ Political Science majors, where ten or eleven courses are the norm. See Appendix 6 for details.  In 2000 we increased from a minimal 40-hour major to the current 45. With the improvement in our students’ quality and preparation, and the addition of offerings in Political Theory, we do not serve them well by demanding less than other high-quality departments.
3. We propose to increase the major’s distribution across fields from “at least one  course in each of three fields” to “at least one course in each of four fields.”
Political scientists conventionally divide the discipline into four fields: American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory.  Currently, we require students to complete at least one course in three of the four fields.  Requiring a slightly greater level of breadth in our major will ensure that our students do not graduate entirely ignorant of as much as 25% of the discipline.  This change also reflects the increased prominence of Political Theory in our department.
4. We propose to require each student to complete a focus of four courses in a single field, with allowance for intellectually coherent cross-field concentrations to be approved by faculty or advisers.

Our surveys of alumni and graduating seniors show that this is the greatest need perceived by our students.  Adding required depth while ensuring at least minimal breadth (proposal 3 above) provides our students a more structured and rigorous academic experience.
5. We propose to limit all credit from internship experiences, regardless of course number, to ten credit hours.  

Currently, as many as twenty credit hours of internship can, according to 

the existing major requirements, be used for an undergraduate major.

Students can apply up to ten credit hours of PS 589 as well as five hours of

PS 678G and PS 679G (taken at the John Glenn internship program in
Washington, D.C.).  That total amounts to almost half of the program, and it

is far too much.  While internships are often valuable for our students, we
should not permit vocational anxieties to override educational fundamentals.

These proposed changes will also necessitate changes in our undergraduate Honors major, so that it conforms to the new requirements.  These are shown in Appendix 4.

Please see:

Appendix 1 for the current major requirements;


Appendix 2 for the current Honors major requirements;


Appendix 3 for the proposed major requirements;


Appendix 4 for the proposed Honors major requirements;

Appendix 5 for the Ohio Board of Regents Transfer Assurance Guide details;


Appendix 6 for a comparison of total major hours among peer institutions.

Appendix 1:

Current Political Science undergraduate major requirements, effective Autumn 2000
Requirements for the major are as follows:

1. An undergraduate major is a coherent program of courses amounting to a minimum of 45 hours of courses at the 200 level or above.  A student may take up to a maximum of 80 hours of Political Science courses to fulfill the degree requirements including total hours needed for graduation.

2. At least 30 hours of the major program must be at the 500 level or above.  These 30 hours cannot include PS 593 or courses in other departments that are part of the major program.  At least 15 of the 30 hours must be courses taken at the Ohio State University, and these 15 hours do not include courses taken at other institutions that receive OSU course numbers.

3. Major programs must include at least one course from a minimum of three different fields in political science.  The fields are American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory and Methods.

4. A grade of "C-" or better is necessary in order for a course to count in one's major.  A student must earn an overall GPA of 2.0 or higher in courses included in the major.

5. Up to 10 hours of PS 589 (internship credit) can be included in the major program.

6. Up to 10 of the 45 hours may be courses with subject matter related to political science in other departments.  There is no official list of acceptable courses; the faculty adviser is to determine the relevancy of non-political science courses in advance of scheduling them as a part of your major
Appendix 2:
Current Political Science Honors major requirements, effective Autumn 2000

Honors Major Program: Forty-five (45) or more credit-hours in 200-level honors courses, and other Political Science courses 300 and above. Honors major programs must include 1) at least thirty (30) hours of graded credit in Political Science courses at the 500 level or higher, 2) at least one course in each of three different Fields (American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory and Methods), and 3) at least twenty (20) credit-hours in upper division Political Science Honors courses, seminars, and/or Honors Research (Pol. Sci. H783). Honors major programs may include up to ten (10) credit-hours of courses in other departments, with approval of an Honors advisor. GPA: 3.4 overall, and 3.5 in Political Science.

Appendix 3:

Proposed major program

Prior to declaring a major in Political Science, a student must complete at least one course from Political Science 100, 101, 145, or 210.

Revised requirements for the undergraduate major in Political Science:

1. An undergraduate major in Political Science is a coherent program of courses amounting to a minimum of 50 hours of course work numbered at the 200 level or higher.

2. At least 35 of the 50 hours of course work must be numbered at the 400 level or higher.  These 35 hours do not include course work taken in other departments that are approved as part of the Political Science major program.  At least 20 credit hours of these 35 must be courses taken at The Ohio State University, and these 20 hours do not include courses taken at other institutions that receive OSU course numbers.

3. Major programs must include at least one course from each of four fields in Political Science.  The fields are American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory.

4. Major programs must include a four-course focus in a field, chosen from American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, or Political Theory.  An individualized focus may be created in consultation with an adviser or faculty member.

5. A grade of “C-“ or better is necessary in order for a course to count as part of a major program.  A student must earn a Cumulative Point-Hour Ratio of 2.0 or higher in all courses included on the major.

6. Up to ten credit hours of Political Science 589 (internship credit) can be included in the major program; no more than ten credit hours from Political Science 589, 678, or 679 in any combination can be included in the major program; no more than ten hours of Political Science 593 (independent study) can be included in the major program.

7. A maximum of 20 credit hours of transfer credit can be used toward a major program in Political Science. 

8. At least 30 credit hours must be taken on a regular campus of The Ohio State University.

9. As many as ten credit hours of the 50 required for the major program may be courses with subject matter related to Political Science in other departments.  There is no official list of acceptable courses; students should request prior approval from an adviser in the department before scheduling such courses as part of their major programs.

Appendix 4:

Proposed Honors major program
1. An undergraduate Honors major in Political Science is a coherent program of courses amounting to a minimum of 50 hours of course work in 200-level honors courses and other Political Science courses numbered 300 and above. 

2. At least twenty hours of credit must be in Political Science Honors courses at the 500-level or higher.

3. At least 35 of the 50 hours of course work must be numbered at the 400 level or higher.  These 35 hours do not include course work taken in other departments that are approved as part of the Political Science major program.  At least 20 credit hours of these 35 must be courses taken at The Ohio State University, and these 20 hours do not include courses taken at other institutions that receive OSU course numbers.

4. Major programs must include at least one course from each of four fields in Political Science.  The fields are American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, and Political Theory.

5. Major programs must include a four course focus in a field, chosen from American Politics, Comparative Politics, International Relations, or Political Theory.  An individualized focus may be created in consultation with an adviser or faculty member.

6. A grade of “C-“ or better is necessary in order for a course to count as part of a major program.  A student must earn a Cumulative Point-Hour Ratio of 2.0 or higher in all courses included on the major.

7. No more than ten credit hours from Political Science 589, 678, or 679 in any combination can be included in the major program; no more than ten hours of Political Science 593 (independent study) can be included in the major program.

8. A maximum of 20 credit hours of transfer credit can be used toward a major program in Political Science. 

9. As many as ten credit hours of the 50 required for the major program may be courses with subject matter related to Political Science in other departments.  There is no official list of acceptable courses; students should request prior approval from an adviser in the department before scheduling such courses as part of their major programs.

10. In order to graduate with honors, a student’s cumulative point-hour ratio must be at the minimum set by the Honors Office (currently 3.4); the student’s major point-hour ratio must be a 3.5.

Appendix 5:

Ohio Board of Regents Transfer Assurance Guide details

The Transfer Assurance Guides (TAGs) show students at Ohio’s state-supported colleges and universities which courses will transfer with credit as “major or pre-major credit.”  The language “major or pre-major” is prescribed by Ohio House Bill 95.  In the case of the Political Science TAG, the courses are general comparative politics, American government, international relations, and state and local politics.
The Political Science evaluation group examined all such courses in Ohio.  In the course of this evaluation, it became clear that the relevant courses should transfer to Ohio State as PS 100 (Comparative Politics), 101 (American Politics),  and 145 (International Relations).  We do not offer a state and local government course, so no equivalent is possible.

However, because TAG courses must apply to a “major or pre-major,” and since Ohio State’s Department of Political Science has no pre-major, courses that in fact are introductory automatically transfer to Ohio State as major courses.  As the law and our program stands, we would have to credit PS 535 (Government and Politics in Modern Democracies) for comparative politics; PS 300 (American Politics and Policy Making) for American government; and PS 545 (Foreign Policy Decision Making) for international relations.  We are obligated to this outcome in order to comply with Ohio law.
Put differently, a student who takes PS 100-level courses at other Ohio public institutions would earn advanced credit for introductory credit upon transferring to Ohio State as a Political Science major.  Ohio State students studying the same material would earn credit for PS 100, 101, and 145; and their credit would transfer to all other Ohio public institutions as equivalent with these courses.

The creation of a pre-major in Political Science at Ohio State resolves these anomalies.

Appendix 6:
Comparison of total hours for major among peer institutions






Quarter
Prerequisite or

Required

Big 10




Hours

Premajor?

Fields?

University of Iowa


50

yes


four

University of Illinois


50

yes


four

Indiana University


45

no


four

University of Michigan

45

yes


four

Michigan State University

45

yes


four

University of Minnesota

48

yes


four

Northwestern University

50

yes


four

Pennsylvania State University
54

yes


four

Purdue University


50

no


four

University of Wisconsin

45

yes


three

Mean:




48.2

OSU Benchmark

University of Arizona


54

yes


four

UCLA




50

yes


four

University of Texas


41

no


three

University of Washington

50

yes


four

Mean:




48.75

CIC Benchmark

University of Chicago


55

yes


four

Grand mean:



48.8
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